Hepatitis B Intervention continued


[image: image1.png]W/ST. VINCENT
MEDICAL CENTER





         






2131 W. Third St.





Los Angeles, CA 90057

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	Contact:
	

	Sharon Greengold
	Steve Gross

	Marketing & Public Relations
	Director of Foundation and 

	St. Vincent Medical Center
	Corporate Relations

	213.484.5593 
	St. Vincent Foundation

	213.265.6618 (cell)
	213.484.7768

	SharonGreengold@dochs.org
	StevenGross@dochs.org


St. Vincent Medical Center Awarded Large Grant for Hepatitis Intervention Project
LOS ANGELES – February 9, 2009 – St. Vincent Medical Center (SVMC) has been awarded a $465,704 grant from UnitedHealth Group and PacifiCare for the L.A. Hepatitis B Intervention Project. 
The project will increase the number of screenings for chronic hepatitis B virus among Asian Pacific Islanders in the Greater Los Angeles area. It will also implement Health Information Technology initiatives through the creation of a web-based evaluation and data management tool, and web-based social networking strategies for hepatitis B education.
The two-year grant was one of 13 awards granted from a pool of 150 applicants. St. Vincent Medical Center is one of three grant recipients in Los Angeles County and the only hospital among them.

The L.A. Hepatitis Intervention Project will be centered at St. Vincent Medical Center’s Asian Pacific Liver Center (APLC) and will encompass the surrounding community, especially the Pacific Islander and Asian populations that are afflicted disproportionately with chronic hepatitis B.

The project will make use of social networking programs, similar to popular discussion-oriented websites that bring people together to share information. 
“As of today, more than 4,000 people have already been screened through the APLC program’s first year of community outreach and that number can greatly increase through this project,” said Ho Bae, MD, medical director for the APLC.
Through web-based social networking, the project aims to enhance outreach and convey the importance of being screened for chronic hepatitis B, a disease that is at epidemic levels among certain Asian populations including those in the service area of St. Vincent Medical Center. 
About St. Vincent Medical Center
Providing compassionate healthcare for those who need hope and healing has been the mission of St. Vincent Medical Center for more than 152 years. Located in downtown Los Angeles, St. Vincent is a world-renowned, 366-bed facility, offering comprehensive medical services, including multi-organ transplantation, joint replacement, general orthopaedics, cancer treatment, cardiovascular services, thoracic surgery, electrophysiology, interventional cardiology and the multi-disciplinary neurosurgery and neurotology services.

St. Vincent Medical Center is part of the Daughters of Charity Health System, a nonprofit healthcare system spanning the California coast. 
About UnitedHealth Group

UnitedHealth Group is a diversified health and well-being company dedicated to making health care work better.  Headquartered in Minneapolis, Minn., UnitedHealth Group offers a broad spectrum of products and services through seven operating businesses: UnitedHealthcare, Ovations, AmeriChoice, Uniprise, OptumHealth, Ingenix, and Prescription Solutions.  Through its family of businesses, UnitedHealth Group serves more than 70 million individuals nationwide.
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